
 

 
 

WisDOT/1,000 Friends of Wisconsin Meeting 
Thursday, August 5, 2004 - 9:30-11:00am 

 
People in attendance 
Casey Newman, WisDOT BOP   Steve Hiniker, 1,000 Friends 
Steve White, WisDOT, BOP    Kevin Pomeroy, 1,000 Friends 
Ward Lyles, 1,000 Friends    Lisa MacKinnon, 1,000 Friends 

 
          

1. Overview of WisDOT’s meeting purpose and WisDOT’s long-range plan by WisDOT staff:  
The meeting began at 9:30.  Casey Newman gave an overview of WisDOT’s upcoming 
long-range transportation plan, Connections 2030 (C2030).  WisDOT is currently seeking 
input on transportation planning issues from stakeholder groups and larger Wisconsin cities.  
Plan alternatives should be available for public comment in July of 2005.  The plan is 
scheduled to be completed in 2006. 

 
2. Gathering of input from the 1,000 Friends: Discussion focused on the following issues: 

 
a. Upcoming Budget 

Concern was raised regarding how the upcoming state budget will effect WisDOT’s 
overall direction.  Will services and personnel be cut? 
 

b. Communities First 
It was noted that “Communities First” is a priority.  What will C2030 mean to the 
people?  Transportation projects can impact a community for generations, so efforts 
must be make the project fit the character of the community (not the other way 
around).  Concern was also raised about the criteria used to rank major projects (is 
enough emphasis placed on the community impacts?).  
 
1000 Friends supports our current efforts related to Community Sensitive Design.  
The plan should recognize these policies. 
 

c. Fix it First 
The concept of “fix it first” is also a high priority (prioritizing all highway 
maintenance and repair work before funding expansion projects).  Wisconsin needs a 
more balanced transportation system.  Land use implications must be considered.  A 
better explanation of highway degradation would be useful.  Concern was raised that 
more money is going into expansion than is reported and more “transparent” system 
is needed for project-related work. 



 
d. TDM/Transit 

The state should consider developing a TDM program for state agencies.  There also 
needs to be a state capital program for transit (intercity and local).  Wisconsin should 
not just rely on federal funding. 
 
The TPC structure should include the review of large-scale projects for all modes. 
 

e. Public Participation 
It was asked how the C2030 survey weighted public participation?  Surveys are 
always subjective.  The C2030 survey seems to be heavily weighted on highways 
and not so much on other modes. 
 

f. Connection Between Transportation and Health  
The connection between transportation and health is a concern.  Issues such as 
diabetes, obesity, and elderly and disabled concerns were noted.  It was asked if 
WINPAW and the American Heart Association were identified as stakeholders in the 
C2030 public involvement process.   
 

g. Translinks 21 Spending Levels 
A question was raised asking if WisDOT has ever looked at Translinks 21 funding 
projections versus the actual spending levels since the plan was released. 
 

 
h. Interconnectedness 

Interconnectedness is a priority (Intercity service coordinated with local service to so 
trips can be completed).  Discussion should be included in the plan. 
 

 
i. Elderly and Disabled 

Often times, elderly and disabled transportation providers must rely on volunteers to 
sustain their existence (as opposed to other transportation stakeholders).  In the 
future, there needs to be a more level playing field.  There also needs to be more 
money to support transit agencies when there is a crisis.  Additional funding options 
might include RTAs, TIFs, user fees and other tax options.  The aging baby boomer 
population will push this issue to the forefront during the time frame of the plan. 

 
j. Community Input into C2030 

When WisDOT reviews comprehensive plans, what happens when a community 
does not have a very good plan?  How will they provide input into C2030?  How 
does WisDOT obtain information from these communities? 
 

 
1000 Friends indicated that a series of papers that highlight their transportation positions can be 
found on their website at:  http://www.1kfriends.org/. 

 








